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noontide walk with the children. Mrs Gordon was very
anxious for all the children to accompany them on this
visit, but this was strenuously opposed by her husband3
who would consent that only the little girl should attend
them. By this circumstance Hunter's intention of murder-
ing all the three children was frustrated; but he held the
resolution of destroying the boys while they were yet in his
power. With this view he took them into the fields and sat
down as if to repose himself on the grass. This event took
place soon after the middle of the month of August, 1700,
and Hunter was preparing his knife to put a period to the
lives of the children at the very moment they were busied
in catching butterflies and gathering wild flowers. Having
sharpened his knife, he called the lads to him, and when
he had reprimanded them for acquainting their father and
mother of the scene to which they had been witnesses, said
that he would immediately put them to death. Terrified by
this threat, the children ran from him ; but he immediately
followed and brought them back. He then placed his knee
on the body of the one while he cut the throat of the other
with his penknife, and then treated the second in the same
inhuman manner that he had. done the first. These horrid
murders were committed within half-a-mile of the Castle of
Edinburgh; and as the deed was perpetrated in the middle
of the day, and in the open fields, it would have been very
wonderful indeed if the murderer had not been immediately
taken into custody. At the very time a gentleman was
walking on the Castle hill of Edinburgh, who had a tolerably
perfect view of what passed. Alarmed by the incident, he
called some people, who ran with him to the place where
the children were lying dead. Hunter now had advanced
towards a river, with a view to drown himself. Those who
pursued came up with him just as he reached the brink
of the river; and his person being immediately known to
them, a messenger was instantly dispatched to Mr and
Mrs Gordon, who were at that moment going to dinner
.with their friend, to inform them of the horrid murder of
their sons, Language is too weak to describe the effects
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